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Pakistan (Reuters) 
Pakistani and Afghan 
forces traded shell and 
rocket fire across their 
border overnight just days 
before a visit to Pakistan by 
the Afghan president, 
officials said on Friday 

Kheyal Baaz Sherzai, an 
Afghan military 

commander in the 
southeastern Afghan 

p r -vince of Khost, said his 
.oops fired several shells 
into Pakistan in response to 
fire that landed south of 
Khost town. 

Sherzai accused Pakistani 
militia of continuing to 
occupy several parts of 
Afghan territory, including 
the village of Gulam Khan, 
which they overran on 
Thursday night 

He said v about 800 Pakistani 
troops were in Afghan 
territory and in places the 
two sides were only 30 
meters (yards) apart. 

But Pakistan's paramilitary 
official Ashiq Hussain 
denied his forces had 
intruded into Afghan 

territory "They had crossed 


into our territory. We made 
them vacate our four posts 
but we did not intrude even 
an inch into their territory," 
he told Reuters. 

Residents say both sides 
had positioned heavy 
machine guns on the nearby 
hilltops. 

"The situation is 
extraordinarily tense," 
Sherzai said "Every 
moment there is a great risk 
of encounter, but it is 
peaceful now." 

Speaking to Reuters by 
satellite phone from Khost, 
Sherzai said Khost 
authorities had deployed 
men and weapons in 
response to the Pakistani 
incursion, but declined to 
say how many. 

"There were no casualties 
and the firing stopped after 
Pakistani border officials 
said that some terrorists had 
fired rockets to try to 
provoke fighting between 
Afghanistan and 

Pakistan," he said. 

Sherzai said the situation 
would only calm down 


when Pakistan withdrew 
from Afghan territory 

"We have all means of 
defense if they don't 
withdraw," he said "We 
want a peaceful solution to 
the issue Right now our 

government is in touch with 
Pakistan about this." 

He denied comments by the 
interior minister on 

Thursday that Pakistan had 
pulled back its militia from 
Gulam Khan. 

Khost province is a major area 
of activity for U.S.-led 
coalition forces pursuing 
remnants of the former 
Taliban regime and the al 
Qaida network of Osama 
bin Laden. 

Coalition spokesman 

Colonel Roger King 
confirmed that there was a 
standoff between Afghan 
and Pakistani forces and 
that there had been 
exchanges of wanting 
fire that had caused no 
casualties. 

The dispute comes just 
ahead of a visit to Pakistan 
by Afghanistan's President 
Hamid Karzai on Tuesday. 
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(April 22) 


Afghanistan's senior 


military commanders have 
agreed to work with the 
central government for the 
good of the country's 
security - and to build a 
multi-ethnic national army. 

The pledge came in a 
statement from the defense 
ministry as a two-day 
conference on the future of 
the Afghan army ended in 
the capital, Kabul. 

Its aim was to discuss how 
to disarm and demobilize 
thousands of fighters and 
replace them with a 
national army. 

This was the first national 
military meeting since the 
fall df the Taliban regime 
18 months ago 

Government ministers and 
regional commanders were 
present, as was the 
commander of the 
American-led coalition 
force in Afghanistan. 

The sentence in the 
statement that many will 
see as crucial is the one 
concerning relations 
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between military 


commanders and Kabul 


It said all commanders 
agreed to work closely with 
the ministry of defense in 
taking direction from the 
central government. 

The Question is: Will the 
rhetoric become reality? 

Peace and stability in 
Afghanistan remain fragile. 

There are still private 
militias - regional 
commanders or warlords 
are powerful figures, and 
clashes between rival 
factions are not unusual. 

A campaign to disarm and 
demobilize an estimated 
100,000 fighters has yet to 
begin. 

Most ordinary Afghans are 
tired of war. They want a 
neutral force to keep 
commanders in check, but 
efforts to form a national 
army have been hampered 
by a lack of non-partisan 
volunteers. 

There have also been 
divisions over how much 
representation different 


ethnic factions should have 


The Tajik-led ministry of 


defense said the conference 
had agreed that the Afghan 
national army must include 
all ethnic groups, and that a 
strong central core should 
be based in Kabul 



On Friday, Afghan 
security forces 

arrested the former 

head of the 

Taliban's Vice and 
Virtue Ministry, 

Mawlawi 
Qalamuddin. 

It is not clear what 
charges Mr 

Qalamuddin - also 
the former deputy 
head of the 

Taliban's much- 

feared religious 

police - will face, 
or where he was 
arrested. 


Zuhoor Afghan, the 
chief editor of Erada, 
Daily was warned by 
some unknown 

people during the past 
24 hours that he will 
be killed if he does 
not accept that he is 
guilty. 

He was also told not 
to give interviews 



with any radio 
stations. Zuhoor 

Afghan said in an 
interview that he was 
warned by three 

different people using 
one mobile set. Mr. 
Afghan did not 

mention whether or 
not he will give any 
interviews. 


Httonuoill 


The Education Ministry of 
Afghanistan has become a 
cradle of bureaucracy and 
obstructionism. It has 
become the place where 
the clients (teachers and 
students) are insulted. 
There are offices 
including chairs and 
tables, there are 
government employees 
in each office, and there 
are five or six servants for 
each director or assistant 
director instead of one or 
two. 

All of them arc passing 
their time by private 
talking and drinking tea. 
but there is no one to serve 
the clients and fulfill their 
duties 


Dear brothers, sisters, 
teachers, students and 
lovers of education! 

Try to know and be aware 
that the education minister is 
not to blame since he is verv 
bus}- in those issues that have 
no connection with education 
or the Education Ministry. 

He is so busy that he can not 
come to his office for two or 
three hours in a week. 
Therefore he has put all of the 
responsibilities on the 
shoulders of his trusted 
friends. 

It seems that those who have 
taken responsibility, either 
take advantage of the 
privileges or do not have any 




People say: 

Although farmers were 
wanted by the 
directorship of the 
Transitional 

Government not to 
cultivate opium poppies, 
the farmers have 
cultivated them in a 
large quantities in some 
of the provinces. Most 
of the poppies are 
cultivated in 

southwestern 
Afghanistan and Zabul 
province is the richest in 
this business. 

People say: 

Most of the Afghan 
government's budget 
money is spent on the 
trips of government 
officials. Most of these 
officials' families live in 
Europe or America, so 
they need to arrange 
trips three or four times 
a year in order to meet 
their families. They 
name these tours official 
hips so that the 


government has to pay 
their travel expenses. 
People say: 

The telecommunications 
minister gave three more 
months to Afghan 
Wireless Communications 
Company (AWCC) to 
cheat its customers within 
these three months and 
earn more money so that 
they could afford to buy 
new equipment and 
supplies to challenge their 
new competitor. 

People say; 

Intense looting is in 
progress on the Kabul- 
Kandahar highway. 

Armed people on this 
highway charge the 
drivers as much as they 
want and claim that they 
are collecting the transit 
tax or the transportation 
tax. The drivers do not 
mind this illegal act 
because then they charge 
the passengers twice the 
fare. 

(By Khisraow Mohaya) 


inrormation aoout tneir 
responsibilities and are not 
familiar with their duties. 
They think that when they 
have relationships with the 
minister, they have the 
right to insult and even beat 
, their clients. 

This happens because the 
minister has no time to go 
to his office, therefore all 
you Afghan people pray for 
the minister to find time 
and observe and check the 
offices and officials in the 
same ministry and take 
action for the improvement 
of the Education Ministry. 
God is so kind, all of the 
problems will be solved 
Inshallah. 


Senior Iraqi I 
Official Handed 

S to us ! 


Iraqi Kurds have handed 
over to US-led forces one 
of the most senior officials 
on America's most wanted 
list of Iraqi officials. 
Samir al-Aziz al-Najem, 
Regional Command 
Chairman for east 
Baghdad for Saddam 
Hussein's Baath party, was 
captured in the northern 
Iraqi city of Mosul on 
Thursday, US Central 
Command said. 

He was on the US top 55 list 
- handed out to US forces as 
playing cards to aid the 
search - of most wanted Iraqi 
officials, as the four of clubs. 

"We think we have someone 
here - all those people on 
that list of 55 have 
information on the inner 
workings of the regime - that 
relates to weapons of mass 
destruction that relates to 
terrorism" US Army 
Brigadier-General Vincent 
Brooks said. 

His capture comes a day 
after US-led Special Forces 
detained Saddam Hussein's 
half-brother, Barzan Ibrahim 
al-Tikriti, in Baghdad. 
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Chief Editor of Erada Daily 

Detained by Deputy' Education Minister 


Zuhoor Afghan, Chief 
Editor of Erada Daily 
was detained by the 
Deputy Education 

Minister on Sunday. 

Mr. Zuhoor was called up 
after Erada published an 
article about the 

weaknesses of the 
Education Ministry. A 
correspondent for Erada 
Daily quoted the Chief 
Editor when he was 
released on bail. 

”1 went to the office of 
Zabiullah Asmati at 
10:30 am. 1 asked his 
assistant for an 

appointment I had with 
Mr. Asmati, 1 was 
allowed to meet him after 
several minutes. 

"When 1 met Mr. Asmati, 

I realized that he was 
very angry and he started 
talking about the article 
we had released about the 
Education Ministry. He 
was trembling and told 
me that 1 am one of those 
people who support the 
former Education 

Minister. 

"I replied that I do not 


know the former minister 
and I have never met 
him. Mr. Asmati stood up 
and said angrily that just 
because you own a 
newspaper does not mean 
that you have knowledge. 

"He called General 
Dadullah, the security 
commander of the 
Education Ministry to 
detain me. I told him that 
he has no right to detain 
me, but he insulted me 
and used very bad 
language against me. 
This insult was not 
expected from such an 
official since his sister 
was once working in the 
Education Ministry and 
he had been living in San 
Francisco and he is an 
experienced politician. 
Anyway, he might have 
gotten out of control. 

"I was detained from 
11:00 am up to 4:00pm 
and a gunman was hired 
not to let me go out. 
Because General 

Dadullah knew that all 
happening to me was 
illegal, he was behaving 
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(AFP) - Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai met 
Pakistani leaders for talks 
on combating still-active 
Taliban extremists, amid 
claims that the extremists 
are finding sanctuary in 
Pakistan and tensions over 
alleged border incursions. 

Karzai spent an hour in talks 
with Prime Minister 
Zafarullah Jamali 

immediately after flying to 
Islamabad for a two-dav state 
visit, accompanied by five 
ministers, his national security 
adviser and the governors of 
Nangarhar and Kandahar 
provinces. 

He was to meet President 
Pervez Musharraf later 
Tuesday 


Karzai’s first visit here in 
almost a year falls against a 
backdrop of renewed 
tensions over security along 
the neighbors’ ill-defined 
border, where Pakistani and 
Afghan forces clashed last 
week after accusing each 
other of intrusion, and 
Kabul’s slowness in 
releasing hundreds of 
Pakistanis languishing in 
Afghan jails. 

Pakistan, which nurtured 
and supported the harsh 
Taliban regime until 
September 2001, is 
suspected by many in the 
Kabul administration of 
giving sanctuary to fugitive 
Taliban and al-Qaida 
extremists in its remote 


tribal border regions 
Karzai told a press 
conference the two sides 
had "very cordial, very 
fruitful" discussions on the 
"extreme importance" of 
defeating terrorism and on 
trade, culture, police 
training, extra flights, and 
other issues "some of 
which I can mention, 
some of which I can’t". 

Karzai played down 
border tensions and said 
he had been assured 
Pakistan was not 
supporting extremists 
believed to be mounting 
attacks on Afghan and US 
forces from its side of the 
border 


kindly to me and was 
respecting me. General 
Dadullah told me not to 
worry and said that is a 
habit of Mr. Asmati. I 
was sent for inquiry at 
4:00. 

"Mr. Asmati accused me 
of insulting him in an 
interview to Radio Azadi. 
He could not say that he 
detained me because of 
the article published in 
Erada Daily. He was 
trying to accuse me and 
show that he was not- 
guilty. 

I hope the authorities in 
Supreme Court fulfill 
their duty honestly. The 
Supreme Court should 
notice that no one has the 
right to detain another 
without command from 
the court. 

No one has the right to 
prevent another from 
meeting his lawyer. No 
one has the right to call 
another one non-Muslim, 
non-Afghan, and 

immoral." Said Zuhoor 
Afghan, Chief Editor of 
Erada Dialy. 


(AFP) - GENEVA - 
Afghanistan has applied to 
join the World Trade 
Organisation, trade sources 
say WTO Director- 
General Supachai 

Panitchpakdi has received 
a letter from the Afghan 
Commerce Minister 

Sayeed Mustafa Kazimi 
dated April 10, a source 
said. 

The Geneva-based global 
trade body is expected to 
consider the application at 
the next meeting of its 
ruling general council on 
May 15, the source added 


If the WTO’s 146 members 
agree, a working party to 
negotiate and draw up the 
terms and conditions of 
Afghanistan's accession to 
the trade body would then 
be established. 

Under a transitional 
government led by 

President Hamid Karzai, 
Afghanistan is being 
reconstructed after years of 
conflict. A US-led 
coalition toppled the 

Taliban regime in 

December 2001. 

The Afghan government is 


24, April, 2003 


ready to give any 
information required for its 
application, the letter said. 

Iran, which first asked to 
join the WTO in 1996, has 
seen its request repeatedly 
blocked by the United 
States, which lists Iran as a 
state sponsor of terrorism. 

The longest accession 
process in the trade 
body's history so far has 
been China's. Negotiations 
took 15 years and China 
finally joined on December 
11 , 2001 . 


<<<<<<<<<<<C<<<<<<< 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

BAGRAM AIRBASE: US 
Special Forces killed one 
person and detained seven 
others after they came 
under attack during a night 
raid in southern 
Afghanistan, a US military 
spokesman said on 
Tuesday. 

"US Special Forces 
conducted a raid on two 
compounds in southern 


He dismissed the April 17 
clash along the poorly 
marked 2,450 kilometer 
(1,519 mile) border, known 
as the Durrand Line, as 
insignificant 

"It's not something that we 
have taken seriously, it's not 
something that we have 
noticed, and I did not even 
raise it with Prime Minister! 


reporters 

Karzai said he had been 
assured of Pakistan's support 
for Afghanistan's stability. 
"Pakistan is a brother of ours 
and, as a brother of Pakistan 
will do all to help 
Afghanistan attain the best 
levels of safety and security. 
That sort of assurance I have 
from the government of 
Pakistan." 

Karzai said he was only 
concerned at the whereabouts 
of senior Taliban figures, and 
not thousands of "common 
Taliban". 

"The question is with regard 
to the few of them, those who 
are known for very clear, 
visible crimes against Afghan 
people, against mankind as a 
whole, and I'm sure Pakistan 
will help Afghanistan in this 
regard." 

The Afghan delegation hoped 
to discuss ways "to combat 
active terrorist elements, 
including Taliban operatives, 
whose goal is to threaten 
peace and stability in the 
region," an official statement 


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Afghanistan Tuesday 

night," Colonel Roger King 
told reporters at Bagram 
Airbase 50 kilometers north 
of Kabul. 

"During the raid one 
enemy was killed after he 
fired on US forces, seven 
others were taken under 
control," King said, using 
the coalition's phrase for 
taking prisoners The 


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

> > >>>>>>>>>>>>>: 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>: 

colonel said he did not 
know where the seven were 
being held and would not 
release further details as the 
operation was continuing. 
Meanwhile, a US soldier 
lost part of his left foot and 
suffered several fractures to 
his right foot in an j 
accidental mine blast at i 
Bagram Airbase on ; 
Monday morning. King 
said 


(April 20)-Afghan militia 
leaders have gathered in the 
capital, Kabul, to discuss 
how to disarm and 
demobilize thousands of 
fighters and replace them 
with a national army. 

In a brief opening 
statement, President Hamid Lieutenant-General 

Karzai said - that Daniel McNeill > ur 8 ed the 
"maintaining security and md ' t ' a ^ eaders t° play a 
stability in our country is P art ' n esta blishment 
the duty of the Afghan °* a modern national 
people, not foreigners". 


A national army of about 
70,000 is planned, but its 
core body of up to 12,000 
men is not expected to have 
finished training until the 
middle of next year. 

A US-led multinational 
force of about 11,500 
troops is currently stationed 
in Afghanistan to eliminate 
the threat from remnants of 
the former Taliban 
government and its fugitive 
al-Qaida allies. 


The 

commander, 


force 


army. 

A similar plea came from 
Defense Minister 

Mohammed Fahim, who 
has been accused of 
blocking ethnic groups 
other than his own Tajiks 
from joining the 
embryonic army, the 
Associated Press reports. 

The two-day conference 
was being held at the 
Foreign Ministry in 
Kabul 

Since the fall of the Taliban, 
clashes between rival 
militias have continued in 
several provinces. 
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